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Haydee L. Robinson, Superintendent

Jan. 21, 2022

Dear Parents, Guardians, and DCPS Family,

As you may know, Governor Glenn Youngkin recently issued an executive order that repealed
Virginia’s mask mandate for all public school divisions. The repeal is set to take effect Monday,
January 24.

After careful consideration of a variety of factors, the Dickenson County School Board voted to
sustain our policy of universal masking for all students.  Some of these factors included:  (1) The
potential conflict between the Governor’s Executive Order #2 and the requirements under Senate
Bill 1303; (2) Data which indicates that COVID-19 transmission rates are currently at their
all-time level in our County; (3) The recommendations of healthcare professionals; (4) The need
to have in-person instruction to the greatest and safest extent possible; and (5) The overriding
responsibility to keep our children safe in our schools

As a division, our top priorities are to protect the health and safety of everyone in our buildings
and maintain in-person learning for our students.  With the use of masks during this Omicron
surge, we can help reduce the spread of the virus, and avoid the high number of exposures,
quarantine and positive cases as outlined by VDH quarantine protocols we are required to follow
that can disrupt the learning process.

We will continue to monitor community transmission rates as determined by the Virginia
Department of Health, and upon information received with clear direction as to the resolution in
the conflict between the Governor’s Executive Order #2 and Senate Bill 1393, the School Board
voted to convene a Special Called meeting to direct our Division Superintendent to implement
the law as written.

Please know that this was a difficult decision to make, but one that the School Board felt was the
right decision when considering all factors.  We know that not everyone will agree with this



decision. We ask for your understanding as we work to do what we believe is in the best interests
of our students, families, and staff.

We are blessed to serve the students and families in Dickenson County, and we have all worked
to not allow this pandemic to prevent our students from achieving their highest potential.  As
always, thank you for your support as we navigate the many challenges the COVID-19 pandemic
has presented to our school division community.

Sincerely,

Haydee L. Robinson,

Division Superintendent


